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Image: Imperial Coronation of 
Charlemagne, Germany, 1861



Carolus Magnus
•Carolus = Charles
•Magnus, a, um (adj.) = great, large

Charlemagne (French) = Carolus Magnus 
(Latin)



“Charles, by the grace of 
God and the gift of His 
mercy, king and ruler of 
the kingdom of the Franks, 
devout defender and 
humble supporter of the 
holy church, give greetings 
of lasting peace and 
beatitude to all grades of 
the ecclesiastical order and 
to all ranks of the secular 
power, in Christ our Lord, 
eternal God.” 
Admonitio Generalis (789)





Merovingians, 
639-751

Major domus
Commendation
Vassalage



Charles Martel as Major 
Domus

• Charles Martel (688-741)
• Sons Carloman (d. 754) and 

Pippen (d. 768)
• Monk Boniface



Carolingian Legends: Crowning of Pippen III
Legend #1: Pippen (III) sought assistance of 
Pope Zacharias

“in accordance with the command 
of the Pope, he was called King of 
the Franks, and he was anointed to 
the dignity of this honour…by the 
hand of Boniface…and, as is the 
custom of the Franks, was raised on 
to the throne…”
--Annals regni Francorum (Royal 
Frankish Annals), late 8th to early 9th 
century



Carolingian Dynasty as the “most Christian kings”

Letters between Pippen III and Pope Stephen II,
755-756
• How would you characterize the relationship 

between Pope Stephen and King Pippen?
• What is the Pope asking Pippen to do?
• Why St. Peter?

Image: Crowning of Pippen III, 15th c. 



Admonitio Generalis (789)

• If this is the only document we 
had about the behaviour of the 
clergy in this period, how are 
they characterized?

• What does this tell us about the 
authority of kings in their 
realms?





Carolingian 
Religious 
Reforms

New church appointments

Support and establish monasteries

• Charlemagne: discredit divorce
• Louis the Pious: laws against concubines and 

children, need for parental consent for 
marriage (plus property and bride gift)

Marriage reforms



Crowning of 
Charlemagne in 
Rome, 800

• Biographer Einhard “he 
declared he would not have 
set foot in the church the day 
it was conferred, although it 
was a great feast day, if he 
could have foreseen the 
Pope’s [Leo III] design.”

• Charlemagne as “Holy Roman 
Emperor”



Carolingian Renaissance

• Emphasis on education
• Teaching reading and writing at monasteries
• Revise liturgical books
• Adoption of Benedictine Rule for all monasteries
• Creation of intellectual elite at Aachen
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Dhuoda, 
Countess of 
Septimania, 
Liber Manualis 
(841-843)



Charles the Bald, 843-877 (France); 
875-877 (Italy) Lothar, 840-855 

Louis the German, 843-876

Treaty of 
Verdun, 843


