
Vikings
Raids, Invasions, and Settlement 

(8th to 11th centuries)



Piratica, ae (f.)
•Piracy 

•No Latin word for “Viking”, instead use “piraticus” 
(pirate) or piratica (piracy)

•Viking comes from Vikingr = one who sails and 
seeks adventure and loot = sea robber = pirate
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•Norwegians
•Danes
•Swedes

Viking groups:

Image: Viking longship in Oslo from 9th c. 



Swedes:
• Novgorod
• Kiev

Danes
• Danelaw (from 

878)
• Danegeld

Ireland
• Dublin

France
• Charles III and 

Rollo (911)
• Normandy



Danes in England: 
Swen Forkbeard 
and Cnut

Image: Swen Forkbeard, 13th century, England



Old English (Anglo-Saxon) Chronicle

• Group One: Who is the author(s) and what is their 
background? Where is it from? What language was it 
written in?
• Group Two: What is it about?
• Group Three: Why was it written and who is the audience?
• Group Four: What kind of information can we get from this 

source? Give 3-4 examples.
• Group Five: What questions arose for you as you read this

source?



Aethelred “The Unready”
r. 978-1013; 1014-1016

“unraed” = ill-counselled 

Image: from Chronicle of Abingdon, England, 1220



1003/1004—Invasions of 
England

1013—return invasion 
with Cnut

1014—Aethelbert and 
family exiled to 
Normandy

1014—Swen dies

Swen Forkbeard, King of Denmark (986), 
England (1013), and Norway (1000)



Cnut and Edmund, 13th century, Chronica Majora



Cnut the Great, king 
of England (1016); 
Denmark (1018); 
Norway (1028)

• First marriage: Aelfgifu of 
Northampton (1013)

• Second marriage: Emma 
of Normandy (1017)

Image: Genealogical Chronicle of the English 
Kings (13th c)



Viking Women: 
Archeology
Swords, spearheads, shields, axe 
heads, arrowheads



Bj. 581 in Birka, 
Uppsala, Sweden

• First excavated 1878
• DNA typing 2017



More 
questions
…
but how 
do we 
answer 
them?

Was this person biologically 
female but socially male?

Should we be considering 
that they were gender fluid?

Should we consider them as 
a transgender man?



Viking Women: Sagas



Types of Sagas

Tales of Scandinavian Kings (12th to 14th century)

Viking settlement in Iceland (9th to 11th century)

Viking myth and legend



Hervör

“functional son””




