
Race, Racism, and 
the Middle Ages



Gens, genus (f)

• That which belongs to birth or descent
• Race or clan embracing several families united together by a 

common name and certain religious rights
• Gens humana = human race



Picture a person living in the 
medieval period
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Christchurch Massacre, 
New Zealand

March 15th, 2019



Comment on Washington Post article, March 2019



Capitol Riots, 
Jan 6th, 2021



Today’s focus…

•Defining race: today and in the medieval 
period
•Medieval society as pluralistic
•Weaponization of medieval Europe as a 
white utopia





• Race and racial categories 
are arbitrary

• Race and racial categories 
are based on cultural 
perceptions and other 
factors NOT scientific fact
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• Pontius Pilot and 
Jews as 
deceivers

• Accusations of 
Blood Libel (e.g. 
William of 
Norwich, 12th c. 
England)



Carl Linnaeus, 
Systema Naturae 
(10th edition, 1758)





Medieval 
History as 
Nation-building 
exercise





Illuminated manuscript from 1350, Unknown artist



St. Maurice, patron saint of Holy Roman 
Emperors (medieval Germany)




